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Community Forum is Part of MidCentral Conference on Problem Gambling

Group hopes to use conference to raise awareness of resources to help problem gamblers and their families 
FRENCH LICK, Ind. –   Gambling can be an addictive behavior, but there are clear warning signs to help people avoid problems. Identifying the warning signs and providing guidance on what to do if someone becomes a problem or pathological gambler will be the focus of a free community forum at the Springs Valley High School on Thursday evening Sept. 20.
The forum will be held in the school’s auditorium beginning at 7pm. This event is open to anyone with an interest in this issue. A panel will help those attending recognize the warning signs that someone has a gambling addiction and discuss the resources available to assist problem gamblers and their families. The panel will include Judge Larry Blanton and three addiction counselors; Brandy Terrell (Southern Hills Mental Health Center in Paoli), George Brenner (Behavior Care Services in Indianapolis) and Brent Stachler (Park Center in Fort Wayne.) 
This event is part of the MidCentral Conference on Problem Gambling which is being held at the French Lick Springs Resort on September 19, 20 and 21. This regional conference is sponsored by the Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan and West Virginia Councils on Problem Gambling. What began four years ago as a partnership between the Indiana and Kentucky Councils on Problem Gambling, with support from their respective state agencies on mental health and addictions/substance abuse, has expanded into a conference by six councils in the MidCentral U.S.

These organizations exist to ensure that services to help those with a gambling addiction are available. This event will be attended by approximately 150 individuals who seek to expand their knowledge of problem gambling so they can provide assistance and/or treatment to individuals needing such help. Some of the foremost experts in the problem gambling field from North America will be speakers at this event. 

In the last fifteen years, there has been great movement by states to implement some form of legalized gambling to raise revenue to fund government services. Forty eight states now have some form of legalized gaming such as lotteries, race tracks and casinos. Indiana now trails only Nevada and New Jersey in terms of total dollars spent on gambling. More than four billion dollars were spent on legal gaming in Indiana in 2006. Increased gambling opportunities have created the need for resources to assist those individuals who suffer from a gambling addiction. Research indicates that three or four percent of those who gamble regularly will become addicted. 
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